
June 17, 2026 
County of Nemaha, Nebraska 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
Commissioner’s Chambers 

Nemaha County Courthouse, Suite 201 
1824 N St Auburn NE 

 
8:00 a.m. Call meeting to order by Chairman 
  Pledge of Allegiance 
  Open Meeting Laws 
  Approval of Agenda 
  Approval of meeting minutes – July 15, 2026 
  Action/Approval of claims 
 

8:30 a.m. Open Public Discussion 
  
9:00 a.m. Brian Meyer – Provide financial assistance to rural cemeteries 
 

9:30 a.m. County Officials – discussion on 2026/2027 Budgets  
Executive Session * 
Discussion/Action – Business 
1. Fuel Bids for August 2026  
2. Approve & sign the Semi-Annual Report: Vacation-Comp Time-Sick Leave for Nemaha County Employees 
3. Re-appointment of Sonia Kistner & Sharon Hessler to the Nemaha County Visitors/Lodging Tax Committee 
4. Sign the Service Contract with Vanguard Appraisals Inc for services provided to the Assessor’s office 
5. Approve the new Road Right-of-Way permit/application effective August 1, 2026 
6. Approve warrant/claim as an obligation to pay Sycamore Consulting LLC $8,000.00, after NEMA funds are received for the 
SE PET Region 
7. Adopt Resolution 2026-28 which is a subdivision for Charles V. Heskett located in Sec 34 T5N R15E 
8. Adopt Resolution 2026-29 which is a subdivision for Philip E & Teresa L Walker in Sec 2 T5N R15E 
Discussion/Action - Unfinished Business 
1. Approve and sign the new Road Union Contract effective 7/1/2026 tabled from the July 15th meeting 
Discussion/Action - Buildings/Grounds/Property 
1. Update of installation of Link2pump equipment for fuel monitoring 
2. Update of Courtroom ceiling repair 
3. Update of air quality test for the old Health & Human Services building 
Discussion/Action - Equipment/Office Equipment/Vehicles/Furniture 
1. Renting a long reach excavator for FEMA cleanup  
2. Need to order metal culverts 
Discussion/Action - Highway Superintendent 
1. Road Rebuild Johnson SW C-64(354) – status 
2. Discuss the One & Six Year Road Plan 
County Officials Reports/Correspondence/Reminders 
1. Assessor – List of cemeteries in Nemaha County for 2026 tax year 
Adjournment 

 

County Board of Commissioners of the County of Nemaha, State of Nebraska met on Wednesday, 
July 29, 2026, Commissioner’s Chambers, Nemaha County Courthouse, Auburn, NE for a regular 
scheduled meeting.  Notice of meeting was published weekly in the Nemaha Valley Observer. The 
agenda for the meeting was kept continually current and available for public inspection at the office of 
the Nemaha County Clerk during normal business hours and on the Nemaha County website. 
(www.nemahacounty.ne.gov).   The agenda was held open until one business day prior to the meeting 
for appearance before the board and items for approval by the Board of Commissioners.  The Board of 
Commissioners has the right to modify the agenda to include items of an emergency nature only at 
such public meetings.  
 

Chairman Weiss called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. Present for the 
Meeting: Bryan Mellage, Commissioner District #2; Michael Weiss, Commissioner District #3; and 
County Clerk Diane Johnson.  Mike Hall, Commissioner District # 1, was absent.  Chairman Weiss 
noted the Open Meeting Laws posted on the bulletin board located in the Commissioner's room. 
 

Approval of Agenda – Motion by Mellage, second by Weiss to approve the agenda as presented.  Roll 
call vote: Hall, absent; Mellage, aye; Weiss, aye. 
 

Approval of Minutes – Motion by Mellage, second by Weiss to approve the July 15, 2026, minutes as 
presented with no corrections.  Roll call vote: Mellage, aye; Weiss, aye.  
 

Claims – Motion by Mellage, second by Weiss to approve the accounts payable claims as presented 
by the County Clerk and authorize for payment by the Board of Commissioners.   Roll call vote: Weiss, 
aye; Mellage, aye. 
 

8:30 a.m. Open Public Discussion 
  

http://www.nemahacounty.ne.gov/


9:00 a.m. Brian Meyer – Provide financial assistance to St Frederick Cemetery, located in Sec 27 
T5N R12E.  Abandoned cemeteries qualify for financial assistance from the county, and 
the maximum amount is $1,000.00 per year.    

 

9:30 a.m. County Officials & Appointed Officials – discussion on the 2026/2027 Budgets  
EMA – Renee Critser – Commissioners allowed a 4% increase in wages for the Director 
and Deputy Director, asked for deductions in other areas of her budget.   
Sheriff – Brent Lottman – Commissioners asked for reductions in the budgets of Sheriff, 
Communications and Jail.   
Veterans Service – Gene Mace – Commissioners allowed a 4% increase in wages for 
the administration, but the drivers will be paid the standard minimum wage. 
County Court – Cassie Buethe – Commissioners allowed the replacement of the current 
copier for the court offices, and the replacement of the carpet in the County Court office. 
Extension Office – Commissioners allowed a 4% increase in wages for the office staff in 
the Extension Office. 

 

Executive Session * 
Discussion/Action – Business 
1. Fuel Bids for August 2026 - The following fuel bid for August 2026 was received:  Sapp Brothers #2 
Clear Diesel $4.599, Regular with ethanol $3.639.  Motion by Mellage, second by Weiss to accept the 
fuel bid for August 2026 from Sapp Brothers #2 Clear Diesel $4.599, Regular with ethanol $3.639.  Roll 
call vote: Mellage, aye; Weiss, aye. 
 

2. Approve & sign the Semi-Annual Report: Vacation-Comp Time-Sick Leave for Nemaha County 
Employees – Motion by Mellage, second by Weiss to approve & sign the Semi-Annual Report: 
Vacation-Comp Time-Sick Leave for Nemaha County Employees.  Roll call vote: Weiss, aye; Mellage, 
aye. 
 

3. Re-appointment of Sonia Kistner & Sharon Hessler to the Nemaha County Visitors/Lodging Tax 
Committee – Motion by Mellage, second by Weiss, to reappoint Sonia Kistner & Sharon Hessler to the 
Nemaha County Visitors/Lodging Tax Committee for a 4-year term.  Roll call vote: Mellage, aye; Weiss, 
aye. 
 

4. Sign the Service Contract with Vanguard Appraisals Inc for services provided to the Assessor’s office 
– Motion by Mellage, second by Weiss to Sign the Service Contract with Vanguard Appraisals Inc for 
services provided to the Assessor’s office.  Roll call vote: Weiss, aye; Mellage, aye. 
5. Approve the new Road Right-of-Way permit/application effective August 1, 2026 – Motion by 
Mellage, second by Weiss to approve and use the new Road Right-of-Way permit/application effective 
August 1, 2026.  Roll call vote: Mellage, aye; Weiss, aye. 
 

6. Approve warrant/claim as an obligation to pay Sycamore Consulting LLC $8,000.00, after NEMA 
funds are received for the SE PET Region – Motion by Weiss, second by Mellage to approve the 
warrant/claim as an obligation to pay Sycamore Consulting LLC $8,000.00, after NEMA funds are 
received for the SE PET Region.  Roll call vote: Weiss, aye; Mellage, aye. 
 

7. Adopt Resolution 2026-28 which is a subdivision for Charles V. Heskett located in Sec 34 T5N R15E 
– Motion by Weiss, second by Mellage to adopt Resolution 2026-28 which is a subdivision for Charles 
V. Heskett located in Sec 34 T5N R15E.  Roll call vote: Mellage, aye; Weiss, aye. 
 

8. Adopt Resolution 2026-29 which is a subdivision for Philip E & Teresa L Walker in Sec 2 T5N R15E 
– Motion by Weiss, second by Mellage to adopt Resolution 2026-29 which is a subdivision for Philip E 
& Teresa L Walker in Sec 2 T5N R15E.  Roll call vote: Weiss, aye; Mellage, aye. 
 

Discussion/Action - Unfinished Business 
1. Approve and sign the new Road Union Contract effective 7/1/2026 tabled from the July 15th meeting 
– Motion by Mellage, second by Weiss to approve and sign the new Road Union Contract effective 
7/1/2026 thru June 30, 2029.  Roll call vote: Mellage, aye; Weiss, aye. 
 

Discussion/Action - Buildings/Grounds/Property 
1. Update of installation of Link2pump equipment for fuel monitoring 
2. Update of Courtroom ceiling repair 
3. Update of air quality test for the old Health & Human Services building 
Discussion/Action - Equipment/Office Equipment/Vehicles/Furniture 
1. Renting a long reach excavator for FEMA cleanup  
2. Need to order metal culverts 
Discussion/Action - Highway Superintendent 
1. Road Rebuild Johnson SW C-64(354) – status 
2. Discuss the One & Six Year Road Plan 
County Officials Reports/Correspondence/Reminders 
1. Assessor – List of cemeteries in Nemaha County for 2026 tax year 
 



The following claims were approved for payment by the Board of Commissioners and authorized the 
County Clerk for payment: 

 General    General  

26000973 Hall, Michael 1,097.60  26001006 Erickson, Tara 2,967.46 

26000974 Mellage, Bryan W. 1,097.60  26001007 Fischer, Suki K. 2,367.16 

26000975 Weiss, Michael J. 1,097.60  26001008 Korby, Sandra J. 1,416.96 

26000976 Johnson, Diane L. 2,485.13  26001009 Zimmerman, Mary A. 2,020.00 

26000977 Tanner, Crystal R. 1,988.00  26001010 Andersen, Sheri L. 2,187.56 

26000978 Gerdes, Jana J. 2,485.13  26001011 Jensen, Grant W.H. 4,995.00 

26000979 Nichols, Jennifer L. 2,112.00  26001012 Marburger, Shana M. 2,166.96 

26000980 Silvey, Christine M. 1,864.01  26001013 Reynolds, Jackie L. 1,802.66 

26000981 Lempka, Mallory A. 2,485.13  26001014 Stevens, Katie L. 1,979.57 

26000982 Lempka, Tricia 1,853.60  26001015 Critser, Jennifer Renee 2,264.80 

26000983 Mayer, Ashley M. 1,853.61  26001016 Winder, Nahum O. 1,697.60 

26000984 Mellage, Mary  2,485.13  26001017 Bohling, Gailen D. 187.50 

26000985 Wamsley, Samantha J. 1,864.00  26001018 Reed, James P. 1,012.38 

26000986 Wilken, Nicole C. 1,941.60  26001019 Szenasi, John S. 202.50 

26000973 Carnahan, Kyle E. 800.00  26001020 Hahn, Jill E. 1,762.50 

26000987 Davidson, Sheena L. 161.12  26001021 Volker, Linda K. 212.50 

26000988 Mitchell, Lisa A. 1,520.00   Road  

26000989 Blundell, Kelsey R. 2,584.80  26001022 Biaggi, James L. 576.00 

26000990 Boden, Nathan J. 2,684.00  26001023 Bohling, Gailen D. 75.64 

26000991 Brown, Brent B. 2,684.00  26001024 Bohling, Joshua M. 2,176.80 

26000992 Davidson, Eli W. 2,651.20  26001025 Byfield, Jullian 2,156.80 

26000993 Johnson, Danny D. 2,816.80  26001026 Carnahan, Clayton C. 75.64 

26000994 Kadavy, Matthew T. 2,716.80  26001027 Core, Richard D. 2,136.80 

26000995 Lottman, Brent E. 3,313.51  26001028 Daugherty, Allan D. 2,287.20 

26000996 Moyer, Casey J. 2,750.40  26001029 Dunekacke, Matthew R. 2,156.80 

26000997 Neeman, Jonathan R. 2,816.80  26001030 Faulks, Kaje 2,116.80 

26000998 Ractliffe, Zachary A. 2,651.20  26001031 Gottula, Joel L. 2,176.80 

26000999 Silvey, Harold L. Jr 2,684.00  26001032 Hall, Michael K. 1,078.40 

26001000 Homolka, Morgan T. 2,485.13  26001033 Holthus, James E. 2,387.20 

26001001 Ligouri, Angelo M. 3,313.51  26001034 Knippelmeyer, Jason W. 2,136.80 

26001002 Volker, Linda K. 1,207.85  26001035 Lickteig, Scott A. 2,402.12 

26001003 Alexander, Arica L. 2,550.08  26001036 Simon, Randall R. 2,156.80 

26001004 Anderson, Libbey 3,075.00  26001037 Wamsley, Donald L. 2,347.20 

26001005 Bedient, Jordan M. 306.00     

  General 
   Road  

 26070141 American Tower 1,192.34   26070173 Blue Cross Blue Shield 19,939.16 

 26070142 Auburn Auto Center 3,760.50 
 26070174 Dept Corrections 875.00 

 26070143 Blue Cross Blue Shield 43,697.61 
 26070175 First Concord Benefits 431.40 

 26070144 Capital Business 126.67 
 26070176 Hinton Mobile Repairs 975.00 

 26070145 Casey's Business 1,948.56 
 26070177 Koch's Auto 1,083.83 

 26070146 DAS State Accounting 151.00 
 26070178 Madison National Life 9.45 

 26070147 Eakes Office Solutions 1,162.93 
 26070179 Metal Culverts 11,142.72 

 26070148 First Concord Benefits 1,424.76 
 26070180 MHC Kenworth 650.99 

 26070149 Galls LLC 262.21 
 26070181 Midwest Service & Sales 15,500.00 

 26070150 Gilbert Services Inc 24.50 
 26070182 NE IA Industrial 578.44 

 26070151 Great West Life 50.00 
 26070183 Nem Co Tax Ret  3,118.11 

 26070152 Jack's Uniforms 6,743.45 
 26070184 Nem Co Tax ss/fwh 6,156.72 

 26070153 Longs Creek 2,599.00 
 26070185 Nem Co Tax nwh 2,614.64 

 26070154 Madison National Life 160.91 
 26070186 Nutrien Ag Solutions 483.00 

 26070155 Meyer-Earp Auto Center 187.77 
 26070187 US Bank 749.00 

 26070156 MIPS 252.82 
 26070188 Verizon Wireless 91.31 

 26070157 Morrissey Dalluge 963.40 
  Juvenile Diversion Program 

 26070158 NE Hlth & Human Service 90.00 
 26070189 Jill Hahn 681.44 

 26070159 Nemaha County Sheriff 86.98 
  Federal Crime Grant  

 26070160 Nem Co Tax Ret  12,614.40 
 26070190 US Bank 549.00 

 26070161 Nem Co Tax ss/fwh 23,118.03 
  911 Emergency  

 26070162 Nem Co Tax Nationwide 75.00 
 26070191 Verizon Wireless 39.93 

 26070163 Nem Co Tax nwh 10,159.10 
  Jail Commissary  

 26070164 Nem Co Tax Quadient 614.37 
 26070192 Combined Public 1,630.00 

 26070165 Nemaha Valley Observer 6.86 
  Other Capital  



 26070166 NMMKS Securities LLC 620.00 
 26070193 Vanguard Appraisals 15,480.00 

 26070167 Otoe Co Sheriff 18.50 
  

  

 26070168 Quill 287.18 
  

  

 26070169 RR Donnelley 97.37 
  

  

 26070170 Thomson Reuters 200.71 
  

  

 26070171 US Bank 5,910.96 
  

  

 26070172 Verizon Wireless 1,002.19 
  

  

 

 

With no further business coming before the Board of Commissioners, motion by Weiss, seconded by 
Mellage to adjourn at 11:35 a.m.  Roll call vote: Weiss, aye; Mellage, aye. 
 
 
I, Diane Johnson, the undersigned County Clerk of Nemaha County, Nebraska do hereby certify the 
foregoing minutes are true and are a part of the official records of this office. A complete copy of the 
minutes is available during normal business hours at the Nemaha County Clerk’s office or on the 
Nemaha County’s website:  www.nemahacounty.ne.gov.  
 

Diane Johnson 
County Clerk 
 

http://www.nemahacounty.ne.gov/

